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The Dangers of Radio-active Dust

By YASUSHI

ARLIER this year there was world-wide concern over the case
Eo& wwenty-three fishermen who were mdennny nﬁrcmd by
atomic radiation the

bomb in the Pacific. Recently one of the ﬁshemen.

, the first known victim of the bomb, died.

Ius\: how does this radio-active dust affect a man like ﬁ Kuboyama?
Aubr.nmcm‘ﬂue:p]ouhnofanamnucnrhydmgenm strong
radiation will come from the bomb itself. However, this is not wlm

caused Mr. Kuboyama's death. Apart from the direct radiation, there is

the radic-active dust from the bomb and the carth which go up into the
air at :hed.me of explosion, and this can be scattered very many miles.
giving out radiation is what caused the sickness of the Twenty-
three fishermen. They not only received swong radiation from outside
their badies but, with breathing and eating, the cadio-active dust acrually
entered their bodies. This radiation given off from the dust we cannot
hear, see, smell, waste or feel—and yet it injures the principal organs of
the body. The most sensitive parts are the blood. fnmmg and reproduc-
tive orgins,

1 vividly remember arriving at my laboratory after nrgml calls from
the public health authorities of Osaka City o go to the central marker
1o exzmine fish brought back by the samie boat on which the fishermen
were injured. In examining the fish, 1 was qﬁﬂy surprised by the high
amount of radio-activity in their skin. So I decided w go w the port
of Yaizu to examine the fishermen themselves and the radiation from
the boat From the measurements on the boat, it was apparent that
some of the fishermen might have received sufficient radiation to cause
their death, I had the opportunity of examining some of them. In my
laboratory I found clear signs of radio-activity in their urine, blood, and
50 on. One of the striking poinis of radiation sickness is that it some-
times appears months or even rds. Some of the fishermen

.gnotapparmbenucl:mmldlhldlob:sem to hospiral
because their condition became worse in later weeks. All of these men
are sdll in hospital and are receiving doctor’s treatment and care in

1 brought back some samples of dust from the boat to my laboratery.

D BBC MUXDICE

* have read that this was due o nuclear tests m S.bem, in m opinion

TR T U DfEfRE)

—r1ome aervice

NISHIWAKI

!lundthnnbemyﬁne,gzmﬂ\-whhepmdn which reminded me
chalk powder, was giving off strong radiat though at this
dnnmoudunrwwﬂu)udpnmdmﬂuuphum From more
demled :wn‘plfound. mydmeml radio-active substances
e St those substances, if :ytnt:rlhumubndy.
w.ﬂeq MpOrtant Organs as bou:, liver, fy &mel
While I was westing fish and beats, 1 mdehn::{
radio-active increase in the rain, melud:&llmmﬂl:

middle of Mny, ur.\mliy high radic-active rainfall was obmul
over Japan, and plants, vegetables, and milk became radio-active to s
greater or lesser extent. The lungs :ndhmnercow; also showed an
increased amount of radio-activity. In the middle of Scprember,
unusually high radio-sctive rain all over u@n Although you may
there was not enough definite evidence to prove i, if direct
1 have received from Japan within the past few days is comect.
You may. well wonder if i

mﬂm ﬂdudon.llm!l an injury has been sustained, what then
are two types of radiation injuries: those appear in owr
hknmemd:honhdniummmnwml‘mdnﬁmwnfmw,
there are many possible such as blood but these
mdonntwmtbeh«diurynlmwhrhmybemmw
to children or grandchildren. Nine years after the smaller type of atomic
bamb used ar Hiroshima and Nagasaki, iliness, death, and abnormsl
children due to radiation injury are reported by cur medical authorities.
Al the great and terrible effects of atomic and hydrogen bombs
are widely discussed in many eountries of the world, we Japanese are
the&:y penpl:":lhm h:vcdam-lly suffered rwlo_ebm this ‘:;;HJ‘IM
we it our 1, our duty, and our responsibility o strongly
10 the world, so that other will not suffer in future,

—Home Serwice i

The Listners, Oct. 28 (1955) : 700.
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