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Why do we mountaineers love the Alps? Is it
their beauty and majesty of form which appeal to us ?
Is it because of the pure physical enjoyment of the
struggle with the difficulties, maybe with the dangers
of the ascent ? or the mental exhilaration of setting
one’s wits to discover the safe way to overcome the
icy or rocky barriers that guard access to the heights ?

ENVOI 261

Is it the exquisite pleasure of the eye, in the splendid
symphony of colour tones, struck from the snows, the
rocks, and the sky by the mystic fingers of the dawn ?

Is it the strange, thrilling uplift of the soul in the
contemplation of vast new horizons, spread around us
from the splintered summit of some dominating peak ?

Or is it the human bonds of sympathy, trust, and
friendship forged between us and our climbing com-
panions by long hours of comradeship on the same rope ?

For all these causes, and for many others, far too
subtle to be expressed in mere words, are the Alps
dear to the heart of the mountaineer.
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