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J&8 ] OBEFRA v PRINCE OF THE
AIR is a chronicle of an around-the-
world race by a Japanese in 1928

when travel by rail and sea was time
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consuming and sometimes unpredict-
able, and air travel was in its infancy.
Jiji Shimpo Newspaper, the lead-

ing newspaper in Japan at the time,
called out to the citizens of Japan to
participate in a history-making race
around the world by Japanese. Toich-
iro Araki responded to the challenge
and was one of the two racers chosen
from several hundred candidates. He
had just established the first Efficien-
cy Management Institute in Tokyo to
spread the teachings of F. W. Taylor’s
statistical control management and
Frank Gilbreth’s ‘Time and Motion’
study he learned in America when he
was a foreign student. He wanted to
prove to the nation, which was still
backward in their industrial devel-
opment, that great things could be
accomplished by efficient manage-
ment of time and materials. This race
offered that opportunity. This race
around the world was very different
from any previous races. First of all,
this was the first time a non-Cauca-
sian had undertaken such a race. The
mission of the race was to promote
global goodwill and to teach insular
Japanese about the world outside of
Japan. Also, there were many rules
and restrictions, such as having to
meet and get signatures of the may-
ors of five major cities in the world,
using ordinary means of travel (no
private charters), by first class, and a
limit of money that they could use.
He met formidable challenges every
step of the way. No sooner did he
overcome one obstacle than another
was waiting for him. He almost had
a ‘showdown’ with a U.S. mail plane
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pilot who refused to fly in the fog.
When he arrived in New York City
in a small mail plane, James Walker,
the then mayor, called him, ‘Prince
of the Air.” Araki managed to waken
the Lord Mayor of London, who
‘never sees anyone before 9:00 a.m.’
at 7:30 a.m. to meet with him. He
was almost pulled off of a train at
the border of Germany and Poland
because he did not have the visa...

10) Faith Nobuko Barcus (1927 ~2013),
"Meguriai: Nobuko's American
Journey", Authorhouse, 2010. (B
WA O F s ¥ "Meguriai" in
Japanese means "chance meeting."
"Meguriai: Nobuko's American
Journey" is about a Japanese girl
named Nobuko who dreamed of
studying in America just as her
father had done in the early 20th
century. Nobuko was born in
Tokyo, Japan in 1927 to a U.S.

educated father and at that time un-

commonly free-thinking mother.
After seeing smiling faces in old
photos of her father's American
friends in Ohio, she wanted to
visit this magical country called
America when she grew up.
Nobuko majored in English to
prepare herself for the life in

America. The World War II was not
in her equation! Nobuko personally

experienced the U.S. firebombing

of Tokyo, but her dream ot going to

America never wavered. To create

friendship between the victor and

the vanquished, the leaders of the
U.S. occupation forces created a
joint Messiah Chorus and called
out to the universities in Tokyo.
Nobuko and several of her friends
at her college signed up hoping
for the opportunity to practice
English! The choral group made
up of 200 American and Japanese
people, performed at the Hibiya
Performance Hall accompanied by
the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra
on Christmas Day, 1945, four
months after the war ended.

The romance between Nobuko

in the alto section and Earle in
the base section blossomed and
eventually led to their marriage in
1947. A year later they moved to
Champaign, Illinois. "Nobuko's

MEGURIAIL

Nobuko's American Journey

th Nobuko Araki Barcus




American Journey" is about how
Nobuko learned to cope with the
very different culture and values
and to raise her bi-racial three
childen. ¥V Perhaps her greatest
legacy of accomplishment is the
success of Showa Boston Institute
for Language and Culture& in
Jamaica Plain, where as Dean of
Student Life she was instrumental

A RO UN d in getting the school started and
developing their many programs

T I'I E WO R l_d of outreach and cultural exchange

° within the community. Generations

I N 7 7 D AYS of Japanese young women knew her

as “Boston Mother” during their
time in the United States learning
English and American culture.
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Toichiro Araki

Translator:
Faith Nobuko (Araki) Barcus
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